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This assignment supports the following outcomes: 

Course Outcomes

· Create effective layout using industry-standard software

· Apply theory to graphic design using image and type

· Demonstrate the use of advanced Adobe Illustrator techniques to address organizational, conceptual, and image-editing processes

· Perform tasks using software tools for drawing and color application

· Explore creative solutions using a variety of problem-solving techniques

· Adopt “real world” solutions to tackle each assignment

Overall Program Outcomes

· Critical thinking and problem-solving skills

· Project management/ project planning

Task-based Outcomes

Students will be able to:

· Identify the parts of a vector illustration

· Select and translate objects

· Organize objects on layers

· Draw basic lines and shapes with the shape tools

· Use the Pen tool to create, edit and combine straight and curved paths 

· Set stroke and fill attributes

· Know the difference between a line and a shape

· Understand how and when to use various color spaces and modes

· Apply color with various color tools and features

· Describe the steps for creating a character profile.

· Identify the process of creating a portfolio-ready illustration

Assignment Overview

In this assignment, students conceptualize and draw a Super Hero in their own likeness using the graphic tools learned thus far.  While having some drawing experience is an essential skill for the visual designer, for this particular assignment artistic ability is not a core assessment.  Rather, the ability to demonstrate the use of a) the tools, b) organizational skills, and c) the creative conceptual processes learned in the class are the key skills measurements.

Assignment Steps:

1. Read about/research the development of character profiles in story-making and user profiles in helping to identify a target audience for your design and break down how you will apply the illustration to collateral. What kind of poster or comic book cover will you create? (See assignment step 7 below). (Resources will be provided for student – see below).

2. Find or create a photograph (full figure or at least upper body – see examples provided) of yourself, a family member, or close friend that you can use as the tracing template for your Super Hero illustration.

3. Using the photograph you’ve chosen and the Character Profile Handout provided by your instructor, develop in writing your Super Hero character profile. Your profile must be based on the “likeness” of you, your family member, or the close friend in your chosen photograph. You are encouraged to exaggerate and embellish the “likeness” to meet your requirements of Super Hero status. Save your file as yourlastname_profile.rtf.

4. Scan and import your photo into a digital format. Place the image into Illustrator and use it as a guide to draw with the Pen tool the basic body form of your Super Hero.  

** Don’t make your Hero postage-stamp size.  Bring it to life at a size of at least 5 X 7 inches.

5. Embellish the drawing with props, a costume, etc. to match your Character Profile.

** Use layers with intuitive names to organize the parts of your character.

6. Apply color to the illustration.

7. Take the illustration and apply it to one of the following formats:

a) A poster design

b) A comic book cover

c) T-shirt design (optional)

8. Save the illustration in the native Illustrator format (.ai) and post the file and the character profile document to the Assignments area or hand it in during class.


Deliverables

· Super Hero illustration saved as a native Illustrator document (.ai). Entitle the file: yourlastname_superhero.ai
· Super hero illustration saved as a Web safe document (.jpg or .gif). Entitle the file: yourlastname_superhero.jpg

· Character/Collateral profile in rich text format (.rtf). Entitle the document: yourlastname_profile.rtf
Grading
The following grading rubric will be used to evaluate your assignment. Your instructor will provide you with this rubric along with the assignment handout. 

· Content Grading Rubric KGA #1 Super Hero Illustration—100% of assignment grade

Resources

· Character Profile Handout

· Example photos and samples of finished projects 
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