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	GD241 Web Page Design

Key Graded Assignment #2: Ten-Page Web Site Design


This Key Graded Assignment (KGA) supports the following Course Outcomes: 

· Identify the essential components of Web sites and be able to explain individual functions.

· Examine the theory and professional best practices of Web page design, including visual organization, usability, and accessibility. 

· Demonstrate the ability to use basic hand coding skills to edit hypertext markup language (HTML) and extensible hypertext markup language (XHTML).

· Develop multi-page Web sites using industry-relevant Web-authoring tools.

· Demonstrate the ability to use the principles of digital Internet graphic design to create multi-page Web sites that communicate effectively and with creativity.

· Adopt professional behaviors to ensure consistency in producing high-quality creative results, including following directions carefully, developing multiple concepts and sketches to discover the best solution, seeking constructive criticism from others, maintaining excellent craftsmanship, and proofing final results.

· Express awareness of the communication needs and expectations of Web site users and incorporate this understanding into professional approaches for designing Web sites.

Assignment Overview

In the following two weeks, you will build a ten-page Web site. While you are working on this project, you will complete various assignments that will help you develop the skills to add advanced functionality to the ten-page Web site. 

Deliverables

This Key Graded Assignment includes three phases and requires deliverables from you in each phase. 

· Phase One deliverables: 

· Proposal for ten-page Web site

· Site map

· Phase Two deliverables:

· ten-page Web site

· Oral presentation of ten-page Web site

· Phase Three deliverable:

· Peer review critique

The rest of this document details what you need to do to complete your Key Graded Assignment #2. 

Note: Be sure to save your work for your portfolio.

Phase One: Proposal and Site Map

In Phase One, you will select a topic, research it, write a proposal, and create a site map.

Step 1: Select a topic.  You have creative control over the topic of this Web site. Choose a subject that is interesting to you and that you will be able to research to gather content.   The following are examples of appropriate topics for Web sites:

· A travel destination you would like to learn about.

· Healthy eating habits. You could create this site for children and present reasons why a healthy diet is important for preventing medical problems such as diabetes.

· The biggest award-winning movie of the year.

· A nonprofit organization that supports your favorite cause.

· Your favorite local or well-known rock band. 

Be creative! 

Step 2: Research your topic.  Remember that you will need to cite your sources and use at least one or more professional databases or journals to ensure credibility.  Your instructor can inform you about Westwood’s research resources.

After you have collected text and images that you may want to use in the Web site, start developing many creative concepts by brainstorming.  To help you consider your options, answer the following questions: 

· Who is the intended audience for this Web site? Are there any special needs to consider when communicating to this audience (e.g., age, ability to read, or interests)?

· What is the purpose of this Web site—to inform or educate, to entertain or stimulate, to promote a service or product, or to provoke a response from the reader?

· What is the theme or central message of the Web site?

· What sources will you use to find or create text and imagery for use in the Web site?

· How will the quantity of text and imagery to be used in the Web site affect your decisions about the structure of the site map?

Step 3: Write a proposal.  Write a paragraph or two stating what type of ten-page Web site you plan to create.  This is a good point to include any of the research findings such as statistics and/or quotes to support your web page creation plan.  

Step 4: Create your site map.  Your site map can be simple boxes connected to each other with each box identifying the purpose or content for that page, or you can create a site map using any relevant industry software appropriate for such purposes. 

Deliverables for Phase One

These are your Phase One deliverables. Your instructor will tell you when they are due.

· Proposal
· Site map. This is a visual representation of a Web site showing how the site is mapped out. 

Phase Two: Ten-Page Web Site Design and Development

In Phase Two you will use your proposal and site map to start the design and development process.

· Step 1: Sketch four completely different Web layouts. Do these sketches by hand. Explore many variations for information hierarchy, navigation, and layout design.

· Step 2: Translate your hand sketches into digital mock-ups.  Refine your sketches by exploring the layout, including colors and placement of navigation, logo, header, sub-header, and body text.

· Step 3: Select one of your prototypes for final development. 

· Step 4: Create a style guide of color scheme, font type(s), font(s), and other visual elements for your site. 

· Step 4: Insert content in Web pages.  On your index page, please use the Code View to insert a customized comment to demonstrate your ability to edit HTML and/or XHTML.  

· Step 5: Complete your ten-page Web site

Deliverables for Phase Two

These are your Phase Two deliverables. Your instructor will tell you when they are due.

· Ten-page Web site. 

· Oral presentation of your Web site.

Phase Three: Peer Review of Ten-Page Web Sites 

In Phase Three, you will critique your classmates’ ten-page Web sites using the form provided.

· Step 1: Review and critique other students’ sites from a Web designer's perspective. Focus on the following elements:

· typography 

· organization 

· navigation 

· ease of use 

· colors 

· graphics 

Deliverables for Phase Three

· Peer Feedback form

Grading Criteria for KGA #2

The following grading rubrics will be used to evaluate your assignment. Your instructor will provide you with these rubrics along with this assignment handout. 

· Ten-Page Web Site Design Content Grading Rubric- 80% of assignment grade

· Ten-Page Web Site Oral Presentation Grading Rubric - 10% of assignment grade

· Ten-Page Web Site Written Report Grading Rubric - 10% of assignment grade

Resources

Dreamweaver 8 Hands-on Training, Short & Green, 2006, Peachpit Press, ISBN:  0-536-17828-3.

Designing Web Graphics.4: The Definitive Guide to Web Design and Development, Lynda Weinman, 2002, New Riders, ISBN: 0735710791.
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