GD241 Sample Site Critique 

 I chose to critique the ________.com Web site. The first thing that I noticed about the ______.com site is that it is very simple and clean. This is what I think of when I think about any of the products that _________ has to offer. It is great that they keep their site consistent with their products. It helps to reinforce their brand across different mediums.

The navigation of the site comes with ease. It is very simple and gets the job done. I feel that using the _________ logo which is very well known instead of a button that says “home” puts a lot of confidence in the brand. The links are all directed to major parts of the site in which a visitor might be looking for. The search feature is in a great position at the bottom of the page making it easy to perform a search of an exact product or service. When browsing through the different sections of the site, each one is setup beautifully and projects the same feel as the others. The __________ section enables you to download a program that plays mp3s and carries the same consistent look as the Web site. Overall I found the navigation to be a breeze and always available no matter what part of the Web site you were on.

The color scheme of the site works well to reinforce the brand. It is primarily white which most _________ products are and is very clean which most ___________ products are as well. Any time buttons or logos are present, they have the very candy like feel of the ____________________ system. It is almost as if the Web site takes place of the ____________________ based systems. Showing customers of _______ what they can expect if they every crossed over to the ___________ platform. The color scheme that changes with each of the links is also a great device in order for people to remember the certain color with the certain section of the site. (Example: purple navigation bar for the “Support” section while there is a blue gray navigation bar for the “Store” section”) This helps to keep each section separate but keeps a consistent look. 

The typography of the site was easy to read even at the high resolution of 1920 x 1200 that I use on my laptop. Each of the headings that were enclosed in a graphic stood out with great detail while the other links where a bit smaller but still easily readable. Nothing felt cluttered or too close together to read.

The main thing I liked about the site was its ease of use and its clean appearance. It makes you feel as though if you had a _________, you would be clean, organized and work at a great pace. If they had used a cluttered, congested approach, I don’t think this would give potential customers the same feeling.

There is only thing that I did not like when viewing the hardware section of different products -- it was not easy to find the link to buy the product directly unless you went to the store. There should have been a big button stating “Buy Now” in which you link to the store and into a shopping cart." 

