GD241 Web Page Design

SEO Optimization Guidelines
Optimizing 1st and 2nd Level Pages are most important for SEO

1. ALT Tags for Images

2. Site navigation links in footer at bottom of every page

3. Site map page

4. Page titles in meta tags
5. Meta description and keywords
6. In-page links to other pages on site
7. Headers and sub-headers for page content

1. ALT Tags for Images
· the company's logo

· page title (when added as graphic image)
· all images on the page 

Create ALT tags by using the company’s name, location and page title separated by commas.

Example: HostWorks, Inc. Denver, Colorado; Web Hosting, Development. 

2. Site navigation links in footer at bottom of every page
Text links at the bottom of each page are very helpful. They support visitor navigation and search engine robots. Use the page titles, same as on the top navigation, and add a Site Map page link.
3. Site map page

Including a Site Map page is very important, not only for robots but for reader support. Use the page titles and bulleted lists to denote sub-pages.
4. Page titles in meta tags
For the Title line, avoid words like ‘and’, ‘the’, ‘to’ or other ‘fillers’. Aim for 65-75 characters including spaces. Include the company’s name for branding purposes and clearly define the page’s purpose.

Example: <title>Meurer & Associates, Denver Engineers Designers Consultants - Home</title>

Instead of: <title> Welcome to Meurer and Associates.</title>

5. Meta description and keywords

For the metadata, the title line is the most important, followed by the description line, then the keyword string as a distant third. Upper versus lower case is not important.

Description: For the description, use the page title, the company name, location and a brief description of the company.

Example: <META Name="description" CONTENT="Philosophy & Culture of the Team at Meurer & Associates of Denver, Colorado Engineers, Designers, Consultants."></META>
Keywords: It is not necessary to separate the keyword list with commas, you can list them like so:

HostWorks Denver Colorado web hosting development web application developers web site design. 
6. In-page links to other pages on the site

It’s very helpful to use 2-4 anchor text linked phrases per page, but if you have minimal text, don’t overuse links or it looks weird. It’s very helpful if the anchor text phrase is a multiple keyword string.

Example: Diamond Homes is renowned for our work with new luxury home construction, home renovations and restorations and mountain home construction.

7. Headers and sub-headers for page content (code with <H> tags)

Paragraph headings and sub-headings denoting a new topic are important both for skimming the content and for SEO. Use key ideas from the page and make the topics active voice. Make all key words capitalized, same as in a book title.
Example:  Be Your Own General Contractor and Save Money
Instead of:  Our customers act as their own General Contractors

