GD306 History of Graphic Design and Applied Typography
Week 2 Lecture: Ancient Writing Systems
1. What was a personal attribute that was important before the development of writing?
· Mnemonics (memory devices) were used by tribal elders to recall vast amounts of information such as myths, histories, cures and legends. These memory aids were passed down from one generation to the next. Elders were revered for their knowledge. 
2. What was a possible use of writing when it was first developed?

· Clay tags were attached to jugs to represent the contents. Writing used to record gifts to temples as tribute. Writing evolved as a means of showing ownership/creator of object.
3. What did the first written communication represent?
· Pictures of objects.
4. What is a pictograph?

· An elementary picture symbol that represents the object or word depicted. Changes in appearance of a lettering style and the shapes of letters is influenced by the tool, the material used to write on, and the character of the culture (stone, clay, metal, papyrus, parchment, etc). 3000BC and 2000BC-Sumeria (Middle East), Egypt (Africa)-hieroglyphics, and China. Modern examples are signs for rest areas, restrooms, etc. that depict nouns. 
5. What is an ideograph?

· A sign or character that represents an idea or concept, often combines two or more pictographs. They cannot be looked at and understood-they need an interpretor. (Book 7)
6. Describe a rebus.

· The use of pictures and or pictographs to represent the syllables of the object. (Mon’s card) Moon + Light = Moonlight, Basket + Ball = Basketball.

7. Describe a phonogram.

· Phonograms are the first phonetic sound of grouped pictographs to sound out the word. They had to be read to be understood. Gun + Ostrich = G O. Egyptian hieroglyphics began in Africa as pictographs around 2600BC and were read from top to bottom. The symbols were written a phonograms. 
8. How was papyrus made?

· Papyrus was weed in the Nile River that grew between 3-5 feet tall and 5” in the stem. Papyrus and a reed brush dipped in ink were used to make hyroglphics. Papyrus was used from at 2400 BC to 500AD as the primary writing surface throughout the western world. It was cheaply made, lightweight, transportable and provided a smooth writing surface. Scrolls were symbols of wealth and with few scribes, this was not widely used for communication. Parchement (made from animal skins) became the preferred but expernsive material used for books. 
9. Why was the Phoenician alphabet widely adopted in the ancient world?

· 1500BC Phoenica (close to modern Beirut in Lebanon) developed  an alphabet with 22 symbols that was phonetically-based and widely used throughout their land. It is this alphabet we trace directly to our own. Phoenicia was located at the crossroads of international trade in the ancient world and was the gateway to the Middle Eastern lands. Broke down oral speech into a series of sounds, and then attributed a symbol to represent each spoken sound (book 15). Reduced the number of symbols needed in order to know how to read and write, and so reading became more widely available. It could also be used to translate languages other than their own. Alphabet provided a common written communication among various peoples. 800BC alphabet was exported to ancient Greece by merchants. They used the 22 symbols of the Phoenician alphabet, changed 5 consonant characters to represent the vowels and added characters for the Greek language. Read from left to right (rather than right to left). Greek writing and language spread (Alexander the Great) throughout the ancient world and became the basis of the Latin alphabet (what ours is based upon). 
10. What discovery led to the ability to translate hieroglypics?
· Rosetta stone was unearthed in 200BC by Napoleon’s men in 1799 allowed the translation of hieroglyphics: stone displays one message in three different alphabets—ancient Greek, hiero, and Demotic script. 
· Ancient China-Papermaking and Printing: 105AD invented by China-paper. Discuss papermaking (book p. 17) Wood block printing 270 AD.

Class Questions

· In your own words, compare a pictography-based language with a phonetical-based language.
· How would you trace the origins of our alphabet?
· What is the connection between cultural concepts and our language/words?
· What do the forms of an alphabet tell us about the culture of the people?

· What are some advantages of a written language?

Week 2 Lecture: Roman Empire-Middle Ages Lettering

1. How was Roman lettering spread throughout the empire?
· Romans conquered the Greeks in 146BC. Roman alphabet (Latin) was the earliest form of our own alphabet. Derived from Greek alphabet via the ancient Etruscans who settled above Rome. The Roman alphabet consisted on 21 letters. Rome spread alphabet to England, Spain, Egypt and Persian Gulf by the year 100AD. Triumphal Arches – Trajan’s column in Rome carced in 114AD has an inscription considered to be the finest example of quality chisel-cut lettering and shows the introduction of serifs. (Serifs are horizontal extension at the end of the stroke of a letter).
· Rustica capitals was a condensed face that took up less space than Capitalis Quadrata (carved in stone) and became popular since parchment was expensive (book 26). Also included linking letters to increase speed. Tools and Letters p. 27.

· Scrolls vs. Codices: Codex (book) was made with parchment pages. Parchment allowed both sides to be used for writing (vs. scrolls made from papyrus), which meant less writing materials, so they could be made less expensively, folded in two, stitched together and made into a codex. Became preferred by Christian scholars since accounts could be compared more easily than on scrolls. 100-400AD they coexisted until codices dominated. 

· Everyday Roman Script: Around 400AD an everyday Roman script developed for use in recording business transactions, correspondence and booking. Marks the beginning of the lowercase letters known today. Long sweeping (p 28) flourished created ascenders and descenders (explain). 

· Fall of the Roman Empire: 533AD people moved to the estates of landed nobles and traded their liberty for protection by the lords. 

· Lettering as a Declaration of Faith: Increase in Bibles in codex format, greater importance was placed on the beauty of the sacred word. Monks penned Bibles and used gold leaf to illuminate the words. 

2. How did the predominant governing structure of the Middle Ages affect the appearance of the lettering styles?

· Predominant structure was the Roman Christian church. The task of copying texts was completed primarily by monks in monasteries.
3. Why is the Celtic lettering style so distinct from the hands of the rest of Europe during the Middle Ages?

· Before sacking of Rome in 476AD St. Patrick brought Bible manuscripts to Ireland. Geographically removed from the mainland of Europe (map) it was not as subject to the frequent invasions from nomadic tribes, so the Celtic manuscripts and lettering designs flourished. 
4. Describe how Celtic lettering differed in appearance from continental styles.

· Celtic styles (examples) mark new directions in lettering and illumination styles. (p.30)
5. What did “illumination” mean as it pertained to Medieval manuscripts?

· Illuminating meant to illustrate or make clear the stories of the Bible as well as to brighten the page with reflective gold accents. (Google search-images-illuminated manuscripts). The scribes believed they must use the beauty of the illustration to help the illiterate understand the meaning of the text.  (p. 30)
6. What are “uncials” and where did the term come from?
· Beginning in Celtic lands, a new rounder form of the Roman alphabet was created. Unicals were written on four grid lines that were one inch (uncial) apart. Uncials are the precursor of our upper and lower-case letters. Small letters saved space and were quicker to write than caps. (p 30)
7. Why was the Carolingian hand developed?

· Under Charlemagne’s Empire 768AD was the Gaul leader who was known as a military king (Gauls conquered Romans)-Dying Gaul and favored learning and the arts. Declared a standardized copying style. Alcuin of York, an English monk scholar chose a hand that was similar to Celtic uncials (p. 32) and was popular during his empire (1000AD).
8. What is the term Gothic Textura used to describe and why?
· In the area that is now Germany the Romanesque style (after Carolingian hand) developed a Gothic character becoming condensed, angular and incorporating heavy vertical strokes with few curves. The letters were made with precision and evenly spaced so that the texture on the page resembled a woven fabric (textured p. 34)
9. What innovation in the Middle Ages made the production of books cheaper?

· The faster production of paper from rags (rag paper) and plant fibers the cost of books was reduced. In about 1100AD papermaking was introduced in Sicily and in France around 1250AD. Paper mills were established on rivers for power and water would be used in the fabrication of the paper. Watermarks identified the papermakers. 
10. What happened at the end of the Middle Ages that caused a greater demand for cheaper books?
· There was a growing middle class of guild members who were educated and literate and was interested in owning the more affordable books.

· 1200s to 1400 was the Gothic period (cathedral pictures). Feudal society became cities with laws lessening the lords’ powers. Money began to replace land as the measure of wealth. 
· Universities were founded in cities and the need for books increased dramatically. The universities were secular, not religious, and book production became commonplace, with craftsmen guilds specializing in the lettering, ornamentation and book binding. 
11. What two lettering styles were dominant in the early 1400s?

· Gothic Black Letter/Textura (Germany) and the Rotunda/Humanistic letters (p. 37) which were wider and less ornate, were popular in France and Italy. 
Class Questions
· How were the ancient texts preserved during the Middle Ages?

· What book was the most common one to be copied in the Middle Ages?
· Why was writing known only by a few classes of people in Middle Ages?
· Why were books treated with such security measures during the Middle Ages?

· Describe the Gothic aesthetic and how it influenced typography.
· What was the predominant religion during the Middle Ages and why?
