GD306 History of Graphic Design and Applied Typography          
Syllabus

GD 306 History of Graphic Design and Applied Typography
Instructor
Course Dates

Eve Fisher







August 2 – October 1
Classroom Hours 



Office Hours

Monday & Tuesday 6pm – 11pm




Mon & Wed 5-6, by appt
Wednesday 6pm – 8pm

Course Description

This course explores the parallels between graphic design history and contemporary visual communication.  Students will evaluate current designs and study their historical influences.  Projects in typographic design will be assigned.  Students should be able to take the values and theories of past masters and apply them to their own work.

Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

· Describe the major styles of topography

· Depict the evolution of typography from ancient to modern times

· Describe the historical influences in a variety of graphic designs

· Select print technology appropriate to a given message

· Evaluate and increase the readability of a type sample

· Successfully proof their own work and that of others

Course Prerequisite

GD100, GD121, GD131, GD211

Class Breakdown

Lecture Hours:
32

Lab:


76

Total Hours:
          108


Credit Hours

CO/IL = 7 credit hours 

CA = 6.5 credit hours

Course Texts and Materials

Spiekermann, Erik and E. M. Ginger. Stop Stealing Sheep & Find Out How Type Works (2nd edition). Pearson, 2002. ISBN: 0201703394

Meggs, Philip, A History of Graphic Design, 3rd edition, Wiley. ISBN 0471291986

Teaching Strategies 

Teaching strategies for this course will be lecture, class discussion, demonstration, hands-on practice, and projects.

Grading

Tests and Quizzes

60%




Assignments


20%

In-class participation

20%

At the end of each course, each student is assigned a final grade as follows:

	Grade
	Course Credits
	Numerical Equivalent
	Indicates

	A
	4.0
	93 - 100
	Excellent

	A-
	3.7
	90 - 92
	

	B+
	3.3
	87 - 89
	

	B
	3.0
	83 - 86
	Above average

	B-
	2.7
	80 - 82
	

	C+
	2.3
	77 - 79
	

	C
	2.0
	73 - 76
	Average

	C-
	1.7
	70 -72
	

	D+
	1.3
	66 - 69
	

	D
	1.0
	60 - 65
	Below average

	F
	0
	59 & below
	Failure

	I
	0
	
	Incomplete


Course Completion Requirements

Students must achieve a passing grade of D or above, completion of all required examinations, submission of all required lab exercises and projects, and meet the standards of the school attendance policy. 

Classroom Policies

· Attendance taking and grading will be accomplished in accordance with the current catalog.

· Unless cooperative teamwork is assigned, ACADEMIC HONESTY is required, i.e., do and turn in your OWN HOMEWORK.  DO NOT COPY from others.  Failure to do your own work negates or cancels out any discovery learning by the student.  Students who do not follow the academic honesty policy will receive a grade of zero for any work turned in.  Continued failure to follow the academic honesty policy may result in being dropped from the course. 

· If you miss a class it is YOUR responsibility to contact the instructor for make up work required.  That work will be completed quickly so that all assignments can be graded together and returned to the student in a timely manner. 

Course Topics
· Ancient Writing Systems

· Roman Empire--Middle Ages Typography

· Renaissance Typography/Printing

· Colonial/Industrial Typography

· Parts of a Character

· 20th Century Typography

· Changes in Printing Technology

· Measuring/Spacing Type

· Five Historic Families

· Optical Adjustments to Typefaces

· Font/Family of Type

· Readability/Legibility

· Matching Type with Message

· Type Specification/Proofreading

· Typographic Hierarchy

· Using Type Creatively

· Type in Black, White and Gray

· Unique Considerations of Text Type

· The Grid Structure

· Computer and Type
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