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	GD312 Digital Production Techniques for Screen 

Key Graded Assignment #1 Cross-Media Output


This assignment supports the following outcomes: 

Course Outcomes

· Demonstrate an understanding of properly optimizing and formatting content for digital production

· Demonstrate extensive knowledge of development of graphic content through the completion of cross-media projects

· Explore various methods of managing digital graphic content

Assignment Overview

Design and produce content that will be formatted for print, Web and PDF output to demonstrate an understanding of cross-media production. The goal is not to master each of these workflows, or software applications, but to demonstrate an understanding of what it means to create a cross-media project.

IMPORTANT CAVEAT: Software never stands still. At the point in time that you are doing this assignment there may have been updates to the Creative Suite software that are not known at the time of this document. Part of what needs to be learned in using software is how to update oneself as to features and operations. Knowing how to use the Help files associated with the different programs is vital to staying a productive content creator.

Phase One

Create a one-page (8x11) document in InDesign that has the following elements:

· 3 different font sizes

· At least two different font families used

· 2 cmyk color raster images (tif format)

· At least one vector designed element (eps format)

· One image used as a placeholder for a video clip

Be creative and try to keep text and images consistent with a unifying theme (i.e. all about my dog, my favorite hobbies, a current news event, etc.)

Save the document as firstname_lastname.indd. and then Package your file

(File> Package).

Phase Two

Using your InDesign document as the master, create a Web page using Macromedia Dreamweaver. Remember, formatted text should be done in Photoshop so it is a graphic. Create your page matching the assets in the printed piece as closely as possible. The Web page when opened in a browser should look as close as possible to the printed page.

Phase Three

Open the print document created in InDesign and export it to a PDF. If you have access to Adobe Acrobat 6 or 7, add your video clip through the advance editing tools.

Phase Four

Write 1-2 pages (double-spaced) describing your experience during the completion of this cross-media assignment. Would you do anything different in your approach to an assignment like this if you were to do it again?  Discuss the importance of this kind of collateral development for a client (benefits of 3 different delivery modes).
Deliverables

All students are to submit digital files for Phases One through Three. All files submitted online should be zipped and identified by your first and last name and the Phase number. For example, you would submit your Web folder (containing your index file and all elements) as firstname_lastnameP2.

Phase One: The InDesign Packaged folder holding all elements and final file in one folder. 

Phase Two: The folder containing an index page and all elements that can be opened in any browser.

Phase Three: The Adobe Acrobat PDF.

Note: Onground students will also submit paper printouts of the three documents.
Phase Four: Written report.

	Re-cap of GD312 KGA #1 Deliverables

	Phase 1
	InDesign Print document, Packaged and Zipped

	Phase 2
	Web folder created in Dreamweaver including index page and graphic elements, Zipped

	Phase 3
	PDF, Zipped

	Phase 4
	Written report (Word document)


Grading

The following grading rubrics will be used to evaluate your assignment. Your instructor will provide you with these rubrics along with this assignment handout. 

· Content Grading Rubric KGA #1 Cross-Media Output—80% of assignment grade

· Written Report Grading Rubric KGA #1—20% of assignment grade

Resources

· Chapters 2 & 3 of Exploring Digital Workflow
· Adobe Help files (online and part of the application)

· Some useful Web links:

· http://www.giantstepsmts.com/crossmedia.htm
· http://www.macromedia.com/
· http://bcpictures.com/pages/ebrochures.html
· http://ep.pennnet.com/home.cfm
· This next link requires you be a member for in-depth searches, but it is inexpensive if you are a student – it is highly recommended as a resource.

· http://www.gain.net/
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