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Overview

We are used to seeing objects in a certain color or texture. For example, a stop sign is a red octagonal (or in Europe a red circle). If you simply change the color of the sign to green—still keeping the same traditional shape and the word “stop”—motorists will see the color green and, even though they see the word “stop,” will not. In many cases they will keep going. This is, in part, because we are taught to understand that green means go and red means stop. Color identity trumps our cognitive understanding of text or shape. 

Assignment Steps:

1. Using this and other theories discussed in class, and conducting your own research, create a composition by changing an object’s color to illustrate a concept of color psychology. 

2. You may use either a painting or a photograph of the object. Dramatically change the color of the object to drastically change its psychological content. 
3. You must use the real object and not a small model of it.
4. You may also use Photoshop to show pictures of the object in context. 
5. Use good-quality photographs. You may use captured images off the Internet. See Figure 1 Psychology.jpg and Figure 2 Psychology.jpg for examples of completed work.

6. Be prepared to make a formal presentation to the class about your work, the rationale and the psychology behind it. 

7. Your presentation will be part of your grade on this project. 

8. You must also include a written statement (see below). 
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