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Assignment Brief

Visual color mixing differs from traditional methods of mixing paint on a palette and then applying it to canvas. Ogden Rood discovered that if very small dots or points of paint were placed next to each other on the canvas, the viewer’s eye would mix the colors. The dots must be so close as to actually touch each other. If there were any space in between them, the eye would not visually mix the hues, but would read them as separate and distinct colors. Seurat was the leading exponent of visual color mixing, along with other artists including Signac and Pissarro, in a style of painting known as Pointillism.  

Procedure: 

Execute

· Develop an original composition (you may use photographs as your research material), using the theme of a circus. 

· Think about how the color and mood of the images will work together. 

· Think about what are you saying or expressing with the image and how the colors selected will work with the image. In addition, consider how you will frame the images on the picture plane. Be creative. 

· Using pixels of color, express the quality of color of the objects in your composition by placing dots or short, small groups of colors placed side by side.  

· Your eye should mix the colors visually and fuse these colors into the variations or color mixtures desired. In other words, instead of mixing colors on your palette in the traditional manner, place them on the board so that your eye will mix them when perceived from a distance. For example, dots of pure green could be used with dots of blue or yellow to create modifications of hue and value. Other examples: use dabs of cool colors in shadows, or use complementary colors to modify local color, etc. 

· The dots of color may mix with or overlap each other. 

· It will probably be necessary to create definite value differences between forms in order for them to stand out better from each other.  

· You will be graded on how well your color mixes work and express the new colors created. Remember: the colors (dots or dabs) must be placed next to one another to visually mix; you do not want the white of the background to show through. 

· Size 11” x 14.”  You may have a one-inch border if you desire, but paint that border in the same pointillist style. Seurat painted many of his frames to work with the colors of his paintings.  All work should be trimmed and ready for proper presentation. 

· Use Adobe Illustrator or Photoshop programs to complete your work (online students). Onground students may also use Adobe Illustrator or Photoshop, or any appropriate materials from the toolkit such as colored pencils or markers (see your Instructor for details).
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