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	GD375 Color Theory

Achromatic/Monochromatic Painting
Real Color Handout


Assignment Brief

This assignment will be used to train the student’s eye to really see the variety of colors around them in nature. For example, we all know leaves are green, but just how many different shades and analogous ranges of hues are we able to see and reproduce? This is an assignment in mixing color to match the natural object. Open compositions are used to prompt the student to get in close to the object, so that they are concentrating on the color and not just rendering the item.

Execute

· Working either directly from life (preferred) or using a photograph of a closeup of plants, trees, grass, water, or clouds, etc., mix and express the color as realistically and faithfully as possible. 

· I do not want a picture of a whole tree, but just a closeup of the leaves. 

· If you were to do a tree, I want just a close up of the leaves or the bark, not the house or park or anything else. 

· Zoom in to the point where we can still make out that they are leaves or whatever—almost to the point where it becomes abstract (but not totally abstract). Take your time and care in setting up your composition. Good composition is always important. 

Media

· Use Adobe Illustrator or Photoshop programs to complete your work (online students). 

· Onground students may also use Adobe Illustrator or Photoshop, or any appropriate materials from the toolkit such as colored pencils, gouache, or markers (see your Instructor for details).

Size

9” x 12” (or larger) Bristol board, or other appropriate surface.
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