	GD430 Advanced Web Page Design


	Final Project: Create an Original Web Site.

Creativity, Structure, and Function 

You will be working on this 'final project' throughout the next 10 weeks of the class.
Project Objectives

1. To create an original, functional, dynamic, industry standard web design 

2. To apply advance web design techniques to the final site design 

3. To develop 'site management' skill sets. 

4. Gain a stronger understanding of 'information architecture' 

5. To create a capstone portfolio piece

Requirements

You will be given a lot of creative control on this project, so the requirements are limited.
The following elements MUST be accounted for in your final web design:

1. 10 page minimum 

2. Target Audience (your site must have a specific industry relevant theme/subject.) 

3. Consistent navigation on all pages that link to one another. 

4. Consistent layout. This is achieved by creating your Web pages using CSS/HTML tables. 

5. Consistent color scheme throughout your Web site's design. 

6. Consistent typography scheme throughout your Web site's design. 

7. Original content on all pages. You may need to edit content from the client. Client needs to provide images for site or they can be purchased by client from Corbis, etc.
8. Flash. The site must have some kind of Flash component. No splash pages allowed. The Flash element(s) must be approved by the instructor. 

Optional: 
Email Form
Features requested by the client
Outside of these general requirements, you have creative control. This is an advanced level course, so there are high expectations. Your proposal, site maps, and rough drafts will require you to break down each of the requirements above into great detail. Sloppy or uninspired work will be penalized. If in doubt ask your instructor for review and clarification.

Part 1 Proposal Requirements:
You need to submit a 3 – 4 page proposal for your web site design. Keep in mind that once you submit your proposal, you cannot change your approach. The proposal needs to include the client requirements.
1. Who's is your client? 
A small business? A non-profit? Provide at least two paragraphs on your client and their attributes. In one of the paragraphs list at least 5 key industry terms that describes the 
business in questions, services, and offerings. In addition, please list all key 
products or services offered; list specific product names if relevant. 

2. Who is the Target Audience? 
Who does this site need to speak to and why? 
Potential employers? Potential customers? Information seekers?
Provide at least two paragraphs on your (or your clients) target audience. 
What are the demographic and psychographic characteristics of the audience? Create at least two user profiles for the site.
3. Two part question: 1. What is the site URL? 2. Does the client have hosting set up? 
4. Provide a brief outline of your creative approach.
How do you plan to make this site unique? Will it be via strong graphics?
Unique navigation system? Unique subject matter? What is going to make future employers say that is really creative.? Please provide at least one paragraph on your initial creative vision for this site design.  The more detail you provide now the better. 

5. Where do you think you might add the 'flash' requirement?
Only a brief description is needed. Remember, no splash pages allowed.
6. What other requirements does the client request for the site? How will you fulfill these requirements using the skills that you/your partner have? What skills or resources will you need to learn/locate to fulfill the site requirements? If you need to let the client know that some requests cannot be fulfilled as part of the class project, what will these be and can they be added later?
7. Who will maintain the site after it is launched? Please discuss what arrangements you have made with the client for maintaining the site in the future.

Part 2 Project Requirements:

Provide a site map and two rough drafts of the home page + 2 secondary pages (sub-pages) for your web site. You can create the rough drafts in the software of your choice. They need to have the names of the navigation links, sample graphics, actual or fake text and the site logo and tagline. Indicate where the Flash piece will be placed. The designs must be sized correctly, saved for the web as JPGs and use different colors, layouts, etc. 
This exercise will require you to carefully consider what information you will host on your site, how that information will flow together, and how that information will be placed on a web page.
Part 3 Project Requirements:

Final digital site design due in JPG format for the home page and at least 2 other pages on the site. These need to be sized correctly, have the actual or dummy text, the correct font colors and sizes, and the actual images that will be used on the site. The client needs to approve these before building the site pages in Dreamweaver.

Parts 4 - 6 Project Requirements:

These will be based on the site requirements determined by the client and will be addressed on an individual basis with each team in the class.

Part 7 Project Requirements:
Put the site live. Write a 1-2 page project summary. Include the URL for the site.
1. What about the client’s project appealed to you?
2. Describe your role(s) in the site redesign process. Tell us how you tackled the project with your partner(s). Describe what gave you the most problems and how you fixed them. Briefly share your design process and the project management process. 

3. Tell us why you think the solution is/is not successful for the client/audience. Be specific and give reasons based on the final outcome of the site? 

4. Finally, tell us what you are taking away from this project. Will this project help you achieve your career goals? What will you do differently on future projects?

	


