Project 1

Web Site Design Plan

Please see the Weekly Assignments pages for deliverable due dates.

This assignment supports the following outcomes: 

· Examine the principles of Web site design, including digital typography, layout, Web safe colors, globalization, and disabilities of users. 

· Define project goals, audience needs and expectations related to Web site design. 

· Analyze Web sites and their effectiveness in meeting the needs of the target audience and site owners. 

· Plan Web site architecture, functionality, and interaction design.

Assignment
In this assignment you will assume the role of a consultant who has been hired to develop a Web site for a hypothetical or actual client. You will research and write a proposal for a Web site containing 8 or more pages. Your proposal should articulate the goals of the Web site, audience types, client objectives, visual design issues, and plan for implementing technology in the development cycle. You will also create a site map and develop the content and design prototypes for the site. 

Research and include a minimum of three different sources of authoritative technical journals, articles, or books. This plan will serve as a model for the creation of your Web site in key graded assignment #2. 

Deliverables
Written Web site design plan containing the following elements (see content grading rubric for specific details):

· Site proposal including: 

· Client company name and mission 

· Site purpose and goals (note: client may be fictional or real) 

· Analysis of organization and/or competitor’s organization 

· Review of competitor’s site 

· Target audience personas

· Site Map 

· Content Analysis and Development 

· Interface Design Prototypes and Final Design Prototype 

· Animation Storyboard 

· A minimum of three different sources of authoritative technical journals, articles, or books should be cited

Deliverables for Phase One
1. Site Proposal – 1-2 page Word document: 

· Describe the business/organization the site will be designed for. What is the name of the organization/business and their mission? The site can be for an actual or fictional organization. The site cannot be for the student’s own business/company. 

· Research the company and/or one of its competitors. Remember that you will need to cite your sources and use at least three professional databases or journals to ensure credibility. What information about the company will you put on the site? 

· Review the competitor’s site. What do you and your client like about the site and what don’t you like? Comment on the layout, design, colors, typography, content, graphics, functionality and navigation. 

· Who is the intended audience for this Web site? Are there any special needs or disabilities to consider when communicating to this audience (e.g., age, eyesight or interests)? Create at least three personas for the site using research and/or interviews with the client. Give them names! Describe their personalities, the tasks they will perform on the site, and their goals when visiting the site. 

· What is the purpose of this Web site—to inform or educate, to entertain or stimulate, to promote/sell a service or product, or to provoke a response from the reader? Will the site need to appeal to a global audience? 

· What sources will you use to find or create text and imagery for use in the Web site? 

· How will you measure the success of the site? Will this involve user testing, viewing site statistics, measuring increases in sales, or other measurements? 

2. Site Map – PDF, Word doc or GIF file: 

· Create a site map showing navigation and organization of the site, and its categories and subcategories. 

· Your site map can be simple boxes connected to each other with each box identifying the title and page content. 

· Group content according to user tasks and how the intended audience will look for the information on the site. Review competitor’s sites if needed to see how information is organized. 

Deliverables for Phase Two 
1. Content Analysis and Development – Word document: 

· Turn in a Word document with the text and images you will use on the site pages. Be sure that the text is broken into small paragraphs (3 - 5 sentences), and use bullets and sub-titles to make the text easy to skim. Put the most important content at the top of the page. Each page needs to contain at least 100 words of content. 

· How will the content be placed on the pages? Will the content be placed directly on the page by the developer or client (static) or be updated using a database and delivered to the page based upon the user tasks (dynamic), or a combination of both methods? Indicate on each page how the content will be delivered. 

· The site requires an audio, video and animation to be placed on the site. Indicate where on the site each will be placed to enhance the content. 

· A form (functioning or not) is also required on the site. Where will you place a form on the site and how will it be used? 

2. Site Design Prototypes – JPG files: 

· Create three completely different digital Web site design prototypes of the home page. Explore varying the layout, including the colors used and placement of navigation, logo, header, sub-header, and body text. If the home page and interior pages will be laid out differently, then two prototypes of the home page and one of the interior page is required. Please place the navigation on the home page as well as the interior pages—do not create a splash page for the index page. Use web safe colors and demonstrate your knowledge of digital typography design. 

· The prototypes must be sized properly for the screen resolution you are targeting (see the Web site Guidelines for details). You will use the graphics and images from the final prototype when building the site in Dreamweaver. 

· Get feedback from your client and students in the class to decide which design to select. Be prepared to combine elements of several designs to create a final prototype. 

· Create one finished prototype for development. This will be considered the final design that has been approved by the client (KGA #2). 

· Create a storyboard demonstrating the animation you will build for your site. The storyboard illustrates the images for each frame in the animation. 

Required Elements of Final Project (due in Week 9)
See Web Site Project Guidelines Document.
Grading Criteria
The following grading rubrics will be used to evaluate your assignment. Your instructor will provide you with these rubrics along with this assignment handout. Refer to the rubrics for important assignment details. 

· Content Grading Rubric – 90% of assignment grade. 

· Written Report Rubric – 10% of assignment grade.

Resources
· Course textbooks. 

· Library resources.

