Introduction to CSS

Show and distribute Properties box graphic

Why do we use stylesheets?

· Much better control over font face, font size, colors, backgrounds, and many other elements of pages

· Ability to make changes in one location that can apply to many, possibly hundreds of pages on a site

· Less code, smaller pages, faster downloads

Why can't we do that in HTML?

· HTML not designed to control appearance, but instead overall structure

· Later versions of HTML added some formatting elements--font tags, color, crude size mechanism

· Still nothing like print control

What is a stylesheet?

· Text file with style definitions

· Look at an example

How is style applied?

· Web page is made of elements (paragraphs, headings, links,tables)

· Style is applied to elements

· Individual elements, pagewide elements, or classes of elements

· SELECTOR { PROPERTY: VALUE }

· Text (Font face, size, color, decoration, style, etc.)
Tables ( border, background color, background image, many more)
Also a lot of positioning stuff 

Open Dreamweaver

Web design—making boxes and lining them up

Get greeking text-3 paragraphs

Paragraph element is a box

Redefining tags

· Create three paragraphs (greeking)

· Redefine font face

· Redefine font color

· Redefine bgcolor

· Redefine width

· Redefine padding

· Redefine border

· Redefine margin

Look at the CSS code:

· Consists of selector and declaration

· Selector is the tag it applies to, e.g. <p>

· Declaration is property:value pairs (e.g., color:white)

· Redefine border, margin, padding independently on all four sides

CSS Box Model

HTML elements are boxes

Show Graphic—Box w/padding, border, margin

Note that total width is sum of defined width plus 2x padding, border, margin

Default values:

· Width: 100%

· Height: Enough to contain content

· Background color: white

· Font face: Default serif font (Windows: Times New Roman)

· Font size: ??—Browser dependent

· Border: none

· Margin: ??????????—Browser dependent

Repeat redefinition with:

· Heading3

· Image

· Links

Inheritance: the “cascade”

· Elements contained in other elements (e.g., paragraphs in body)

· Inherits unless specified otherwise

· Note that links inherit font characteristics but are blue by default

Make changes to body tag (font face and size, background)

What happens when you want some paragraphs to display different from others?

Containers

· Div tag

· Tables

CSS Ids

· Used to redefine attributes for a single element on the page. Does not redefine entire page.

· Name is preceded by #, e.g., #header

· Name descriptive of function: e.g., header, content, nav, sidebar, footer

· Successful if div#header

Descendent selectors

· Styles element within Id

· E.g., #nav p

· Very powerful

Finish Exercise #1 together

The CSS Class (may defer)

· Overrides tag definition

· Name preceded by period

· Modify the characteristics of one or more specified elements

· Name descriptive of function in page

· Create and apply—successful if p.xxxxxxxx in breadcrumb trail.

Browser support
· Style sheets supported ok in IE 4.0+. Also pretty good in Firefox. Looks good in Chrome so far.
Subtle and significant differences
Safe to use most text,background properties in both browsers, anything else requires testing
Test, test, test.

Standards based layout
· Modern browsers better style sheet support
Still buggy

· Use for layout, much greater control

· Compact code

· Ease of maintenance

Hybrid/transitonal layout approach

· Based on Zeldman book

· Relatively easy to grasp

· Simpler to code and troubleshoot

· Better Browser support

· Conserves bandwidth, faster load times

Next time:

Classes

Centering

More CSS properties

Sample layout

