JT372 Search Engine Optimization

Getting found:

Two categories

Web directories

Search Engines

Web directories

· Examples: Yahoo directory (dir.yahoo.com), dmoz.org

· Human edited

· Submit your site for listing

· Paid vs. free

Search engines

· Example-Google

· Indexed by “crawler”

· Crawler browses the web and stores results for analysis

How Google works

· Proprietary

· Changes all the time in response to gaming

· Page Rank

· Links to your site from other sites

Some other factors

· Age, when registered

· Age of content, how often updated

· Uniqueness of content

· Quality, validity of code

· More: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Search_engine_optimization

Strategies

· Write good content, keep it fresh

· Need incoming links

· Start with directories

· Good content brings incoming links

· May take a long time

· Short, Unique and relevant page titles

· Document title | Section name | Site or company name
· Or Site or company name | Section name | Document title
· Google limit 64 characters
· Omit articles in favor of separators. Make all words count
· Use headings appropriately (text in headings)

· No text as images

· Alt text on all images (view examples)

· Titles and alt text may get extra empahasis

· Text where possible (no Flash, java, etc.)

· CSS layout may help—closer to beginning of document—less HTML

Writing Copy

· Select primary and secondary keywords

· Make sure that primary keywords (1 or 2)  are in page title, header, early in content

· Make sure secondary keywords are in copy

· Use keywords in links where possible

· Danger! Keep in natural

Display of results

· Page title

· Usually excerpt in context under that

· Directories may display what you submitted

Meta tags:

· Generally not considered any more

· Safe to not worry about meta tags

