Load Time Lecture

Components of load time

· Server response time (lag time)—Define server
· Server connected to internet—connection time
· Time to propogate through internet
· User connection
· Browser rendering time
· In many cases, the user connection is the limiting factor
Download time

· File definition

· How to tell file size

· Page is made up of multiple files

· Page size is total of all files

· Add by hand, or see Dreamweaver window

· Browser cache—stores recently downloaded files

Example

www.meconsumers.com
Nielsen guidelines

· 0.1 second is about the limit for having the user feel that the system is reacting instantaneously
· 1.0 second is about the limit for the user's flow of thought to stay uninterrupted
· 10 seconds is about the limit for keeping the user's attention focused on the dialogue
Broadband Penetrations

· Current broadband penetration in US 90%
· Faster connections mean users more used to speedy response than ever
Strategies for reducing download time

· Less complicated, graphical layouts

· Fewer, smaller images

· Solid colors as part of design

· No or little text as images

· Reuse images

Google Ad Words Landing Page

· Cheaper search result for speedier pages.

Other tools

· Dreamweaver

· WebSiteOptimization.com

